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British miners have shut down all 
of Britain's coal mines. They are 
sending picket lines to all the power 
stations to ensure that deliveries 
are not made. British Prime Minister 
Edward Heath screams, “Treason! and 
blames Britain's devastating threc- 
day work week and the rest of its ec- 
onomic ills on the miners. 

American highways have been block- 
aded. Truck stops have become more 
than a place to get a bite to eat. 
They have become regional, ocal ar 
national headquarters for a massive ~ 
shutdown by independent truckers. Am- 
erican President Richard Nixon screams, 
“gapotage!" and blames rising prices 
and layoffs on the striking truckers 
as he prepares to bring federal troons 
in to end the strike. 4 

Two separate and completely divorced 
sets of circumstances? On the contrary 
they represent on both sides of the 
Atlantic the crisis which capitalism 
js now going through ahd the refusal 
of those who work for their living to 
pay for the crisis caused by those 
who live off their labor, the capital- 
ist class and their political hench- 
men like Heath and Nixon. 

Capitalism is an international] sys- 
tem. No country in the world today 
escapes its pernicious clutches. The 
capitalist system has been an a state 
of decay and putrefaction since 1913. 
It is only the crisis of working class 
leadership on a world scale that has 
allowed it to live such a long life, 
‘long after its grave had been prepar- 

ged. However, the system can only last 


{ 


so long hefore it drives itself for- 
ward into another world war. The chan- 
ces are that capitalism, and more im- 
portantly humanity, would not survive 
such a war, And if war docs not come 
soon, the capitalist system has anoth- 
er means of destroving all human life 
as it sinks to its final resting place: 
the comnlete and homicidal pollution 
of ¢he air we breathe and the water we 
drink. 

But the British miners and American 
truckers are showing a third way that 
the capitalist system can die, a wav 
which will not sentence humanity to a 
similar fate. That third way is the way 
of workers’ strupple, the struggle of 
all the onpressed. Tt is true that the 
miners' and truckers' struerles have 
not taken on an explicitly capitalist 
form, but they do show the nower that 
the toilers have if we only use it. 

Time is growing short. There ts onlv 
one way to go forward to a better life: 
WORKERS!’ REVOLUTION. The minimal strue- 
gles of todav must he broadened and 
extended. Workers throughout the world 
must take un the strur@le to throw out 
all the canitalists and erect their 
own working class state. } 

To do this we need a party. Not a 
vartv of dictators, but a party of rev- 
olutionary workers, a narty that can 
organize the strugples of the oppressed 
and lead them to victorv. ‘Such a narty 
was the Bolshevik partv. Tt led the 
Russian Revolution in 1917, but died in 
1921 along with the rule of the work- 
ers. All militant workers must fight to 
putidesméh a narty. Forward to victory: 
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...Chaos 

continued from page 8 
from their illusions Tory majority solelv on 
(and electing Labour the basis of canitalist 
will not do the trick), and middle class votes! 
they will simply vote for Our task, the task of 
the Tories or the Liber- revolutionaries, is to 
als. After all, Heath point out that neither a 
wasn t elected with a Tory victory nor a Labour 
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victory will stop the 
crisis and help the work- 
ine class. To hint that 

a Labour victory could 

do that is to do the Bri- 
tish working class a 
grave disservice. 


Economic 
Chaos 
Shakes 


n a 
Britain 
by Ron Albertson 


The intensification of the interna~ 
tional capitalist crisis) has shown 
Britain to be the weakést Tink in the 
advanced capitalist chains Already 
measures such as the three-day work 
week (which amounts to a/49% pay cut) 
have been instituted by the British 
capitalists. Picketing has heen de- 
clared illegal and there,is a much 
rumored ‘threat \that any major indus- 
trial strike (such as the miners’) will 


produce bloodshed. British capitalists " 


are now forced to make ruthless at= 
tacks on the living standard of 8ri- 
tish workers. 

The factors leading un to Britain's 
present economic crisis. were atnevit- 
able. They were not the fault of one 
particular ruling party, such as the 
Torics. Had Labour or the Liberals 
been in power, Britain would not have 
faired, any better. Since Britain is 
the weakest competitor among the ma- 
jor capitalist countries, it is just 
showing the symptoms of a new inter- 
national depression first. 

Britain saw the height.of its econ- 
omic boom in 1973 as it reached the 
highest rate of expansion in Europe, 
which was 6.5%. This expansion had 
been aided greatly through the enfor- 
cement of state wage controls by the 
capitalists and their agents in the 
working class (union burcaucrats). 

Investment in England has dronped 
considerably. This is especially bad 
when compared with the nercentages 
spent out of the Gross National Pro- 
duct (GN?) of Germany and Japan on 
their domestic investment. Fnealish 
capitalists have reinvested 7% of the 
GNP while Japanese and German capital- 


AP eahoto 
ists have ,investe! some 2f7% of : their 


GNPs..Thelrate of expansion in Sritain 


isjnow one) of.the lowest among the Com- 
mons Market. countrics, havine -dwindled 
to 2.2% 

The end.ofsthe Bretton Woods. curren- 
ey arreement has also, attributed to the 
chaos. “ithout a stable currenev to 
base itseif,upon, the pound has been 
allowed.to,float and has landed at all 
time lows on the foreien excharre mar- 
kets. A 39% annual increase. in. the 
amount of money in circulation has co- 
incided with the devaluation of the 
pound, which both .together have rro- 
duced a 42” price increase on imported 
roods. 

Trouble has heen encountered in the 
Common Market also. On January, of 
this vear the regional fund for the 
Copmor Market vas supnased to have been 
fuifilled but has faited to come about. 
A, strugele hetween different members, 
nrincinpally Fneland and Germany, threa- 
tens to tear the Common Market anart. 
Britain which is in great need of as~ 
sistance has nronosed a reetonal fund 
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of 3 billion dollars 
while Germany, on the 
other hand, has no 

great need, plus would 
have to contribute some 
30%, has proposed a fund 
of only 600 million 
dollars. The Common Mar- 
ket is doomed to split 
apart since the differ- 
ent members will now be 
forced to cut each oth- 
er's throats to survive 
the competition. 

All these factors have 
been joined by the Arab 
oil embargo and have 
come to spell economic 
chaos in Britain. 

With an annual rate 
of inflation at 29% and 
at the same time a 7% 
ceiling on all wage 
hikes, the British work- 
ers are angry and on 
the move to protect 
their living standards. 
At first the miners and 
railwaymen used slow- 
downs to protest. The 
miners had instituted 
an overtime ban while 
the railway workers re- 
fused to give up any of 
the safety regulations 
for higher productivity. 

On February 10 the 
miners went on strike, 
closing down all the 
mines and started set- 
ting up blockades around 
power stations to pre- 
vent fuel deliveries. 

Token picket lines 
have been set up so far, 
while tens of thousands 
of workers wait in re- 
serve to be sent to 
picket lines that are in 
danger. This type of 
‘flying picket squad” 
strategy has already 
been used in the 1972 
strike. 

Among the other filth 
the capitalist press has 
been spreading (false- 
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lv blaiming the miners 
for the 3-day week), it 
has started a campaign of 
“red baiting against the 
unions. Special attention 
has been given to the 
fact that Michael McGahey, 
vice-president of the 
National Union of Mine- 
workers is a Stalinist 
and a card-carrying mem- 
ber of the British Com- 
munist Party. Reformist 
to the core, and anything 
but a revolutionary, he 
has been quoted as saying 
he is against "workers 
taking to the streets to 
force the government out." 
The whole C° orientation 
is that of trade union- 
ism in the context of 
maintaining capitalist 
rule. 

Apparently following 
the advice of the cen-~ 
trist Spartacist League 
and other left groups, 
Prime Minister Heath has 
decided to call new el- 
ections for February 28. 
In calling for new elec~ 
tions Heath had hoped to 
stall and possibly stop 
a strike by the miners. 
The logic behind new el- 
ections is to have the 
workers put their hopes 
into some new government 
which will “be more sym= 
pathetic’ to the workers' 
needs. The task of revo- 
lutionaries in the pre- 
sent crisis is to break 
the workers from these 
illusions in bourgeois 
democracy. No matter who 
wins in the new election, 
the economic chaos will 
not be stopped, only the 
destruction of the entire 
capitalist order (includ- 
ing the state) by the 
working class will do 
that. 

In an article ‘For A 
General Strike Against 


wer 


Tory Lockout.” the Spar- 
tacist League points out: 
The British working 
_elass today has the or- 
ganizational strength, 
will and desverate need 
to defeat the Tories’ 
anti-labor/depression 
volicies. 
The emphasis is put on 
defeating the "Tories” 
and their policies, nt 
the capitalists and their 
system. What about La~ 
bour's policies? Is Wil- 
son going to institute 
"pro-labor/prosperity” 
policies? It is not the 
Tories’ “anti-labor/de- 
pression volicies which 
are causing the current 
crisis, but the develop- 
ment of capitalism it- 
self: 
The article goes on to 
state: 

But a general strike 
“easily pesea’the ques- 
tion of state power. 
Given the treacherous 
reformist leadershiv 
of the Labour Party, 
and the unions, from 
Wilson to "leftists" 
like Jones/Scanlan/ 
Murray and even CPers 
like McGahey, an in- 
surrectionary general 
strike could only be 
beaten, producing a 
historic defeat on the 
order of the crushing 
of the British general 

strike of 1926. 
Leninists do not, like 
the anarchists, endow 
the words ‘general 
strike” with magical 
powers: we distinguish 
a one-day mobilization 
to protest a govern- 
ment policy, for in- 
stance, from an insur- 
rection to achieve 
state power. A general 
strike in Britain to- 
day should have the 


Sy a 


limited, defensive aim 

of reversing the pol~ 

fcies of the Tory 

government and pring- 

ing it down. 
The Revolutionary Work- 
ers Group understands 
best of all that an in- 
surrection on the part 
of the working class 
without the leadership 
of the communist van- 
guard, the revolutionary 
party, would be doomed 
to failure. But we also 
understand that there 
is a difference between 
putting forward a revo- 
jutionary program and 
the call to arms for an 
immediate insurrection. 
The British workers 
still have illusions in 
bourgeois parliamentar- 
ism. That's a major rea~ 
son why a revolutionary 
party with a mass fol- 
lowing does not exist. 
The Spartacist League 
demands for a general 
strike, however, do not 
exceed the bourgeois 
reformist consciousness 
that the workers now 
have. This bending to 
the consciousness of the 
working class as it is 
(belief in capitalist 
politics), no matter 
how “militant” the coat- 
ing, is called oppor- 
tunism, in which the SL 
has now entered in com- 
petition with other left 
groups in a big way. LE: 
appears to be a fight to 
see who can be the most 
opportunist. 

At the same time, the 
SL totally distorts the 
Leninist position on the 
general strike. It is 
true that we do not en- 
dow the words “general 
strike” with “magical 
powers," but general 
strikes themselves do 
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have the "magical power" 
of “easily posing the 
question of state power." 
Although the SL pays lip 
service to this statement, 
it obviously does not un- 
derstand its content. 
Revolutionaries, like Ro- 
sa Luxemburg and Leon 
Trotsky, understood and 
understand today, that a 
nationwide general strike 
always nuts the question 
of state power on the 
stage. Thus, for revolu- 
tionaries, a general 
strike, even a “one day 


mobilization" is not some- 


thing to play around with. 
If you do not have the 
forces to lead a general 
strike to victory (i.e. 
state power), then (if 
you are a Leninist) you 
have no business calling 
for one. Once again the 
Spartacist League has 
demonstrated that oppor- 
tunism and ultraleft ad- 
venturism are indeed two 
sides of the same coin. 
Instead of trying to 
break the workers from 
their illusions in cani- 
talist elections, the SL 
adds to them. In their 
article, not once is the 
necessity of overthrowing 
the capitalist state, of 
placing mo faith in the 
capitalist electoral sys- 
tem mentioned, let alone 
underlined. We must again 
ask the SL: do you be- 
lieve workers can seize 
power through elections? 
In its demands for a gen- 
eral strike, the last 
section tends to give the 
impression that it does: 
For Immediate Elections 
to Oust the Tory Gov- 
ernment! For a Govern- 
ment of the Labour Par- 
ty and Trade Union Con- 


gress Pledged to Social- 


ist Program of Expro~ 


priating the Bourgeoi- 
sie! 


The organization in Eng- 
land centered around the 
newspaper Chartist have 


the edge on the SL in 


opportunism. Chartist 


openly claims the work- 
ers will be able to seize 


power through elections 


and also under the lead- 
ership of the reformist 


Labour Party. In the 
June 1972 issue of Char- 


tist in an article titled 
“Labour, Take the Power" 
it states* 
The panic shown by Har- 
old Wilson, Roy Jen~- 
kins and the Tory press 
over the NEC's pro- 
gramme can easily be 
understood. If the pro- 
posals were implemented 
--which could not be 
done in the form envi- 
saged--the whole class 
balarte of power in 
British society would 
be threatened or even 
overturned. With the 
top 25 companies in 
public hands, Britain 
would have the largest 
state-owned sector of 
any advanced industrial 
nation outside the so- 
called “Communist bloc." 
It would be a blow at 
the roots of the power 
of big business and 
put the working class 
far on the road towards 
state power and con- 
trol over the econory. 
(my emphasis-RA) 
In more recent issues of 
Chartist proposals that 
the Labour Party be pres~ 
sured to smash the state 
have been pout forward. 
The British capitalists 
wish to put a brake to 
rising militancy in the 
working class through the 
use of reformism. All 
left groups who center 
continued on page @ 
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and 
South 
America 


by Ron Al bertson 


Part Four 


Bolivia 
With this issue ve continue the ser- 
dalization of the pamphlet Marxism and 
South America. This pamphlet outlines 
the tasks and perspectives for revo- 
lutionaries in South America. This 


month's installment deals with Bolivia. 


Today Bolivia is under the rule of 
a military regime headed by General 
Hugo Banzer who seized power in a coup 
d'etat in 1971. Much has been said 
about the events leading up to the 
coup and the role of the parties on 
the left..We will here try to analyze 
these events, and the reactions of ‘some 
of the various groups on the left- 

The largest debate lies around the 
role of the Partido Obrero Revolucio- 
nario (POR--Revolutionary Workers Par- 
ty--not to be confused with the revo- 
lutionary workers party that must be 
puilt in Bolivia, which it is not) in 
the events around poth the 1952 and 
1971 coups d'etat. 

In 1952 the POR gave critical sup- 
port to the Movimiento Nacionalista 
Revolucionario (MNR--Revolutionary 
Nationalist Movement) which was 2 
petty bourgeois nationalist party which 
took power that year through a mili- 
tary struggle. The workers and pea~ 
sants at that time could have seized 
power for themselves had there been a 
‘revolutionary party, 4s Bolivia was in 
the midst of a revolutionary situation 
(only the party was lacking). Since 


PAGE 6 


the “national revolution’ of the petty 
bourgeois MNR was faced with overthrow- 
ine a military regime, it relied on the 
workers ‘and peasants as military tart 
ners. Since the workers had illusions 
about the pettv boureeois ‘anti-imner— 
{alist program of the ¥NR, they heln— 
ed-its victory by giving it military 
backing. The object of a revolutionary 
party at this time would have obvious— 
ly been to break the workers from these 
illusions in the “democratic revolu- 
tion’ and lead the wav toward the in- 
derendent strugslie for nower on the 
part of the working class with the sup- 
nort of the poor peasants. 

Put inia similar situation in 1917, 
the Bolshevi's, under the leadership 
of ‘Lenin, put forth an uncompromising. 
line of no support to the provisional 
government. Lenin, when first arrivine 
in Petrograd in Avril, had to confront 
Stalin and Kamenev who wished. to give 
critical supoort to the provisional 
government, just as the POR did with 
the MIR. 

In no way can the MNR program be con— 
sidered a working class program. “in- 
ing, which although it onlv accounted 
for 15% of the national. product, was 2 
decisive factor in determining Boliv—- 
ian economic life was given 4 kev spot , 
in the MNR program. The MNR national- 
ized the three largest mining cornora— 
tions on the basis that they were own— 
ed by foreign capital. Smaller mine 
companies which were owned hy Bolivians 
were allowed to be kent under indivi- 
dual ownershipv althoueh they were put 
under certain restrictions. A state 


mining bank was set up in which all 
mining corporations were required to 
sell their minerals. This was done 
for the most part to protect the 
mine owners against the outside "ex- 
ploitation” of middlemen. 

Agriculture, which contributed a 
large proportion of Bolivia's economy 
and which also occupied a majority 
of the population, was dealt with by 
the MNR with much the same strategy. 

Before the 1952 revolution an over- 
whelming majority of the peasantry 
owned no land and could be consider- 
ed agricultural workers. When the 
revolution broke out peasants all over 
the countryside seized the land and 
estates of the large land owners. The 
MNR became upset at the “anarchy” go- 
ing on in the ccuntryside and decided 
to set up a commission to cope with 
the problem. The commission decreed 
that landowners with six to fifteen 
hundred acres and also agricultural 
corporations with two to five hundred 
acres, would be allowed to continue 
their ownership. The decree meant 
that many peasants who had started 
redistributing the land were now im- 
peded in their efforts. 

The agrarian reform program of the 
MNR, however, was based on stimulat- 
ing production through division of 
the land into relatively small farms. 
Another goal of the redistribution 
was that a larger part of the popula- 
tion would move across the country 
and make use of all the arable land. 
The plan for higher productivity fail- 
ed. The division of the land into 
small plots made the use of the land 
less efficient. 

As far as a program for the workers, 
the MNR designed a plan where workers 
would be allowed to participate in 
management of industry. Under the new 
labor code the workers would elect a 
“eontrol worker" who would" represent” 
them and make suggestions about the 
efficiency of an enterprise, the work- 
ing cenditions, and also represent 
them in disputes with management. This 
type of plot which let's the workers 
participate in the planning of their 
own exploitation by the capitalists is 
in no way progressive. This plan fail- 
ed anyway. 


ee 


It is clear that the “NR was in no 
way revolutionary. The PoR's illusions 
in the national bourgeoisie and netty 
bourgeoisie stem from their Trotskyist 
orientation. It is the revisionist 
theory that the bourgeois state can be 
smashed and replaced with the dictator- 
ship of the proletariat in action car- 
ried out by the petty bourgeoisie that 
led to their class collaborationist 
politics. 

Again in 1971 the POR displayed its 
class collaboration in having faith that 
General Juan Jose Torres would give 
arms to the workers against a right-wing 
coup. During Torres’ regime a "People's 
Assembly" had been formed which con- 
sisted of reformist workers parties, 
petty bourgeois and bourgeois nation- 
alists. At its birth the Assembly claim- 
ed to be an “anti-imperialist” front 
led by the proletariat. Among ots stat~ 
ed goals were national liberation and 
socialism. The POR claimed that the As- 
sembly was a workers’ organ and in fact 
a soviet in embryo. It made virtually 
no attempt to expose other left organ- 
izations, the Stalinists for instance, 
and made no attempt to develop either 
the assembly or other organs as dual 
power organs of the workers under the 
leadership of the communist vanguard. 

With the threat of a right wing coup 
the POR failed miserably as a “revolu- 
tionary” leadership in a time of cri- 
sis. Instead of following a line of 
workers' indenendence from the bourgeoi- 
sie, it saw the necessity of subordi- 
nating the workers’ interests to Tor~ 
res. Guillermo Lora (head of the POR) 
writes about this mistake later: "At 
this time (October 1979) everybody 
thought--including we Marxists--that 
the arms would be giver by the military 
team, which would consider that only 
through resting on the masses and giv- 
ing them adeauate firepower could they 
at least neutralize the gorilla right. 
This position was completely wrong...." 
The miners who were ready to defend 
themselves were left to the mercy of 
the right wing of the bourgeoisie. The 
ECR, had it been revolutionary, would 
have made plans for an independent 
defense of the working class. 

In an article entitled "Third Period 
Healyism--Learn to Read--Learn to Think" 
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the Spartacist League discussed the 
Healyite criticisms of the POR. (which 
were factionally motivated and tore 
no relation to actual Healyite poli- 
cies) and in so doing displayed their 
own revisionism. The Healyites had 
(quite by accident) correctly criti- 
cized the POR for defending Torres. 
The SL fantasizes about the Leninist 
position on giving support to one sec- 
tion of the: bourgeoisie against anoth- 
er. They try to back this up with a 
distortion of history: The SL states: 
On “critical support” advocated by 
Lenin "as a rope supports a hanged 
man,'' Wohlforth says: "Is it neces- 
sary to point out that Lenin was re- 
ferring to support to social-demo- 
cratic parties not to bourgeois fov- 
ernments and certainly not to mili- 
tary dictators?" 
Correct. But Lenin was referring to 
political support, not military sup- 
port, not military defense against 
counter-revolution which is at is- 
sue in the “military action of Tor- 
res" for which Wohlforth condemns 
Lora. : 
We ask the SL, where does Lenin talk 
about the difference between military 
support and political support in such 
an iastance? The fact is that this dif- 
ference is only to be found in the 
minds of muddieheaded Trotskyists. 

Only an idealist could actually be- 
lieve that a political party could win 
workers to a revolutionary program of 
defeating the whole pourgeotsie, while 
asking them to lay down their lives 
for the defense of part of it. 


Chaos 


eontinued from page 5° * 


their demands around 
ousting the Tories fall 
right into their hands. 
The Revolutionary Work- 
ers Group calls for a 
boycott of the coming 
elections. Workers must 
break with the reform- 
ist Labour Party and a 
revolutionary party of 
the working class com- 
munist vanguard must be 
constructed. 

For those who say, 
"Lenin called for a 
vote for Labour,” we 
say to read Lenin: 

...the fact that most 
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British workers still 
follow the lead of the 
British Kerenskys or 
Scheidemanns and have 
not yet had experience 
of a government com- 
posed of these people 
--an experience which 
was necessary in Rus- 
sia and Germany so a8 
“to secure the mass 
transition of the work- 
ers to communism--un- 
doubtedly indicates 
that the British Com- 
1 munists should parti- 
cipate in parliamen- 
tary action... 


The Bolsheviks never called for a 
bloc with. the Provisional Government 
against Kornilov. Certainly the SL 
should be able to distinguish between 
a bloc with-the Exec. Comm. of the So- 
viets and one with the Prov. Govt. Any 
connection of Kerensky to the bloc was 
due to his dual role, that he was head 
of the Prov. Govt. and Pres. of the 
Soviets. The Bolsheviks fought inde- 
pendently of the Prov. Govt. not along 
with it. They defended Petrograd, the 
Soviets and the workers, not the Prov. 
Govt. 

The Bolshevik strategy was not to 
defend Kerensky and the Prov. Govt., 
but to expose its vacillations before 
the masses of workers as it let Kor- 
nilov march on Petrograd. Only the 
Bolsheviks and the Soviets proved to be 
the twue defenders of the workers. 

This strategy depended upon conplete 
independence from the Prov. Govt. 

The first condition which was missing 
in Bolivia was the existence of a van- 
guard party to lead the workers’ strup- 
gles. Without this condition it is ut~ 
opian to consider the successful seiz- 
ure of state power. If a communist van- 
guard had been present during the Ran- 
zer coup, and had a significant hase 
in the working class, its orientation 
would not have been defense of the Tor- 
res wing of Bolivian capital, but the 
indenendent defense of the workers. If 
the party did not have enough strength 
to attempt a successful insurrection, 
it would bloc with other working class 
organizations to defend the workinp. 
class neighborhoods and meetings. 


Times have changed. Theres 
have been numerous La- 
bour governments to de- 
monstrate the bankrupt 
ey of the Labour Party, 
While the workers still 
have illusions, they are 
@ifferent. The illusions 
are not so much in La- 
pour (and indefar as 
‘they:do, these are more 
akin to American-work- 
ers' illusions: in the 
Democratic Party), a3 
elections rsclis ovt 


When Labour sells out 
the British workers, i 
they have not broken 
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Trade Unions Today 
The Independent Truckers’ 


Strike and the 


Class Struggie 


Conflicting reports 
concerning the settle- 
ment of the independent 
truckers’ strike have 
been reported through 
official news and media 
sources. While official 
sources report that the 
majority of the indepen- 
dent truckers' organiza- 
tions throughout the 
U.S. have agreed to end 
the strike in response 
to federal guarantees 
of assured fuel supplies 
and increases in freight 
rates, media interviews 
with individual truck- 
ers and coverage of lo- 
cal balloting would 
scem to indicate that a 
majority of the truck- 
ers are committed to 
continuing the strike, 
despite local and fed- 
eral threats of military 
intervention, until their 
demands of a price roll- 
back on fue] have been 
met. 

While there is some 
question as to whcther 
or not the independent 
truckers will continue 
to strike, its ultimate 
outcome is quite clear. 
Without the support of 
other union organiza- 
tions (especially the 
Teamsters union) the 
federal -government will 
be able to isolate the 


by Aaron Asher 


striking truckers and 
thmough the use of vari- 
ous strike breaking meth- 
ods crush the strike. 

The role of the Team- 
sters is of crucial im- 
portance if the strike 
should continue. Teamster 
president Frank Fitzsim- 
mons, who has condemned 
the strike and urged all 
of his members to keep 
their trucks rolling, is 
preparing to use the 
Teamster membership as a 
strikebreaking force 
should the strike contin- 
uc. 

The federal government 
is relving heavily on 
Fitzsimmons's ability to 
keep the rank-and-file 
Teamsters in line. As 
long as Fitzsimmons is 
able to drive a wedge be- 
tween rank-and-file Team- 
sters and the independent 
truckers, and to use the 
Teamsters as strikebreak- 
ers, the ability of the 
fedcral government to 
control the strike is as~ 
sured. For if rank-and- 
file Teamsters should or- 
ganize in all out support 
of the independent truck- 
ers' strike, the trucking 
industry would come to 
an immediate and abrupt 
halt, and severely crip- 
ple the U.S. economy, if 
not bring it to a complete 


standstill. 

The American canital- 
ists arc well aware of 
this votcntial threat-- 
hence the mobilization 
of national guardsmen, 
and the less than veil- 
ed threat of interven- 
tion by federal troops, 
which the capitalists 
would be more than- will- 
ing to use (e.g. the use 
of federal troops during 
the 1999 postal strike). 

It is within this con- 
text that the need of 
working class solidarity 
with the independent 
truckers’ strike becomes 
painfully aware. Tt is 
only through such mass- 
ive support that the de- 
mand for a fuel ptice 
rollback can be met. The 
Revolutionary Workers 
Groun supports the strug- 
gle of the indenendent 
truckers for a fuel price 
rollback, and that the 
cost of such a rollback 
not be passes on to the 
consumers. 

While it is true that 
the independent truckers 
(who own their own rigs) 
are not part of the work- 
ing class in the strict 
scientific sense, but are 
rather a semi-vroletar- 

n stratum of societv, 
the Revolutionary Work- 
ers Group understands 
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the absolute necessity 
for the working class 
to win over these semi- 
proletarian and middle 
class elements to the 
cause and struggle of 
the working class. It 
is necessary to explain 
to them that only by 
casting in their lot 
with the industrial 
working class will they 
be ab&e to do anything 
to change society for 
the better. If the work- 
ing class does not win 
the middle class to its 
cause by proving it- 
self as a strong power-— 
ful force able to change 
society, this disgust 
with the system will 
eventually drive them 
into the arms of reac- 
tionary ponulasts like 
George Wallace or fasc- 
ist movements. Turning 
away from the working 
class, the middle class 
will become the pawns 
of big business as they 
become the base for the 
fascist movement. 

We urge the striking 
truckers to broaden 
their demands to include: 
1) that no freight in- 
creases be passed on to 
the consumers: and 2) 


that everyone who has 
been laid off Sbecause of 
the truck strike" be cal- 
led back immediately. We 
feel that the addition of 
these demands would serve 
to dispel the illusion 
fostered by the capital~ 
ists through their gov- 
ernment agencies and the 
major newspapers and tel- 
evision that the truckers 
are to blame for rising 
prices and lavoffs. Also, 
it would enable them to 
broaden the support of 
their strike among the 
working class. 

The Revolutionary Work- 
ers Group sees the inde- 
pendent truckers’ str8ke 
as an integral part of 
the struggle of the Am- 
erican working class and 
oppressed in general 
against the capitalists 
attempts to drive down 
the standard of living 
of. American workers in 
an attempt to increase 
profits and make Ameri- 
can capital more compet— 
itive internationally. 

As long as the American 
working class remains 
fragmented under the 
heel of the reactionary — 
union bureaucrats and 
continues to vainly meet 


the attacks of capital 
on a piecemeal basis, it 
is doomed to defeat in 
the long run. 

Only by destroying the 
reactionary leadershin 
of Fitzsimmons, Meanv, 
Woodcock, etc. and in- 
stituting a revolutionaryy 
program within the trade 
unions (under direct 
control of the workers 
themselves) can the 
working class begin a 
unified struggle against 
the American ruling 
class. ae: 
What About the Violencat: 

Much has: been made: of « 
the violence connected 
with the truck strike. 
In any massive strike 
there is bound to be vi- 
olence, and scabs had 
better beware. However, 
it should only be used 
as a last resort, and 
generally only in de- 
fense. However, there is 
some question as to 
whether all the shooting 
is being done by truck- 
ers. Some blame teenag— 
ers and radicals. While 
there may be a few iso- 
lated youth who think 
thev're Che Guevara, we 
tend. to think that if vou 
check vou'll find police 
agents provecateurs at 
work. 


% INDEPENDENCE OF THE TRADE UNIONS 
FROM THE STATE! 

% DEMOCRATIC RANK-AND-FILE CONTROL 
OF THE TRADE UNIONS: 

% NO SUPPORT TO CAPITALIST GOVERN- 
MENTS! 

% INTERNATIONAL WORKING CLASS 
SOLIDARITY: 

% DIVIDE ALL AVAILABLE WORK AMONG 
ALL THOSE ABLE TO WORK--FOR 
DIRECT DISTRIBUTION OF GOODS 
AND SERVICES: _ n 

% ORGANIZE THE UNORGANIZED AND THE 
UNEMPLOYED. 

% ARMED WORKERS' DEFENSE GUARDS! 


Revolutionary Workers Group Program for the Trade Unions 


* END THE SPECIAL OPPRESSION OF 
WOMEN! 

* END THE SPECIAL OPPRESSION OF 
BLACKS, LATINS AND OTHER 
MINORITIES: 

* END COMPANY-CONTROLLED SENIORITY 
SYSTEMS—FULL RIGHTS FOR YOUNG 
Ze os 


# NATIONALIZATION OF ALL INDUSTRY, 
TRANSPORTATION, ETC. UNDER THE 
COLLECTIVE CONTROL OF THE 
ENTIRE WORKING CLASS! 

* BUILD THE INTERNATIONAL PARTY OF 
REVOLUTIONARY WORKERS (FOURTH 
INTERNATIONAL) ¢ : 


* A WORKERS' REPUBLIC: 


With this tssue we conclude the ser- 
talization of the pamphlet Revolu- 
tionary Perspectives in the Middle 
East begun in our August issue. This 
ipamphlet deals with the background to 
"the current "Israeli-Arab"” crisis 
and puts forvard a revolutionary 
program as its solutton. 


The Revolutionary Party and the Class 
| Struggle in the Middle East 

‘The fundamental and primary task 

' €or revolutionary Marxists in the 
Middle East is the construction of 
revolutionary workers parties in all 
the countries throughout the area, 
i.e. the organization of the working 
class vanguard into a fighting in- 
strument capable of teading the work- 
ing class and poor peasantry against 
the imperialists (both U.S. and Rus- 
sian) and against the local Hebrew 
and Arab bourgeoisies. This is a dif- 
ficult task and time is short. 

We realize that revolutionaries 
living thousands of miles away can 
hardly have a full understanding of 
the conditions under which Middle 
Eastern revolutionaries must work. 
However, there are some programmatic, 
strategic and tactical guidelines 
which can be outlined here. Following 
these guidelines is absolutely es- 
sential: for the successful ‘construc— 
tion of Middle Eastern sections of 
the International Party of Revolu- 
tionary Workers, the international 
communist ‘vanguard. 

One of the prickliest questions 
that Middle Fastern revolutionaries 
will have to’deal with is the nation- 
al question. As in most parts of the 
colonial and semi-colonial world, 
nationalist sentiments run:high 
throughout the area. While it is true 
that class questions .have superseded 
national questions in the imperialist 
, epoch, this does not mean that com- 
‘munists can forget about nationalism 
| and the national question. On the 
|contrary, it makes it all the more 


Revolutionary Perspectives 
in the Middle East Part 


by David Ross 


complicated and difficult. 

In order to deal adequately with the 
national question and win the workers 
of the Middle Fast to proletarian in- 
ternationalism and communism, revolu- 
tionaries must &nderstand the concrete 
experience of the Arab and Hebrew 
masses. One can not simply say, "Class 
questions supersede national questions 
in this epoch; nationalism is reaction- 
ary,” and then proceed to turn one's 
back on the auestion and move on to 
"more important” things. One must 
bring the working masses, who are not 
yet revolutionaries. to the under- 
standing that class supersedes nation. 
This can not be done by passive mor- 
alizing, but through active communtst 
intervention into the daily strupeles 
of the masses. 

Let's look first at the nationalism 
of the Hebrew masses. One can not sim- 
ply equate the attitude of the average 
Hebrew worker with Zionism per se. The 
Hebrew worker does not necessarily be- 
lieve that all Jews shouJd come to Is- 
rael and that Israel should be the ex- 
clusive Jewish state of the world. He 
does, however, have a definite pride 
in "his" state. And national chauvin- 
ism of a virulence matched only by the 
United States and Hitlerite Germany 
pervades the Hebrew working class. The 
reason for this (in the Israeli state) 
is the relative youth of the Israeli 
state. Israel underwent its bourgeois 
revolution (in a distorted and reac- 
tionary form) and the Hebrew nation 
achieved self-determination only a 
quarter century ago in 1948, Thus, as 
a young state, Israel has some traits 
which belong to an earlier enoch. 
Where else-in the world does the De- 
fense Minister don his fatigues and 
ride a tank behind enemy lines? Clear- 

ly Moshe Davan (who is by no means a 
Marxist and does not understand the 
historicak development of capitalism) 
thinks of himself as something of a 
modern day Jewish George Washington. 
And unfortunately most Hebrew workers 
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(who are likewise not Marxists) believe 
him, They believe that “their state 
is forging ahead in the battle for 
democracy and Jewish freedom and de- 
fending their interests against the 
"Arab aggressors.” 

The task of Marxists in this situa- 
tion is not to shout platitudes, but 
to patiently explain the nature of 
Zionism and the Israeli state. We must 
show that it is the Israeli state 
that crushes workers' struggles through 
the agency of the Histadrut. We must 
demonstrate the reactionary character 
of the Israeli state, which is the 
oppressor of the Hebrew workers and 
functions not in the workers' inter- 
ests but in the interests of the He- 
brew capitalists. Sephardic workers 
are more and more secing through the 
illusions of “democratic Israel.’ But, 
the fact must be hit home again and 
again by revolutionaries in the work- 
ing class and placed in a Marxist per- 
spective. 

On the other side of the coin is 
Arab nationalism, which tcday zeroes 
in on the Palestinian question. Since 
the Palestinian people today have a 
deteriorating basis for national ex- 
istence due to their dispossession and 
lumpenization in the refugee camps, 
the bourgeois ideology of nationalism 
has been used to great effect by the 
enemies of the Palestinian masses, ~ 
Arab capital (masquerading, of course, 
as friends). With the material basis 
of nationhood gone, and living in a 
depressed, unproductive state, the 
Palestinian masses have grabbed on to 
national consciousness (which is the 
last aspect of nationhood to die) as 
a reason for being. The reactionary 
character of this attitude can be seen 
by the fact that the refugees do not 
look to the future as a step forward, 
but as a time to return to the past, 

a past that saw the existence of sub- 
sistence farming throughout Palestine, 
a past that has been eclipsed for ever 
and always by world capitalist devel- 
opment. Just as the Zionists played 
upon the depression and oppression of 
the poverty- stricken masses of the 
dying Yiddish nation, likewise the 
Palestinian refugee masses are being 
manipulated today by the representa- 
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tives of Arab capital. 

Marxists must break the Palestinian 
masses from the false consciousness, 
if they are not to be eventually used 
as the shock troops of an Arab brand 
of Fascism. The Palestinian masses must 
come to the understanding that. the way 
to a better life lies in uniting with 
their so-called enemies, the Hebrew 
workers, and waging a joint struggle 
against the Arab and Hebrew rulers and 
their imperialist backers, not by re- 
turning to the “good old days" of sub- 
sistence tenant farming. The struggle 
is for developing the means of living 
a fruitful, fully human existence, not 
fighting for a few particular acres of 
land. 

Only by developing a full understand- 
ing of the national question in the 
Middle East, and by infusing that un- 
derstanding into the working class-and 
the dispossessed Palestinian masses, 
will the working masses, Hebrew and 
Arab alike, be broken from the nation~ 
alist bonds that tie them to their cap- 
italist oppressors, and won to the 
revolutionary party. There are no 
shortcuts. We can not simply say, 
‘"Self-determination for everybody: all 
nations get their own state.’ Revolu- 
tionaries must place the national ques- 
tion into the context of the class 
struggle. 

Stemming directly from the national 
question, and, in fact, representing 
the highest form of the national aques- 
tion, is the question of capitalist 
war. This was brought out most clearly 
by the recent “Yom Kippur war” of c- 
tober 1973. Here nationalism was used 
to whip the workers and peasants into 
a frenzy, so as to more easily use them 
as cannon fodder in the expansionist 
and exploitative schemes of the Hebrew 
and Arab ruling classes. As always the 
slogans of ‘national defense,” "free- 
dom and democracy," "the right of self- 
determination" were used by the capi- 
talists to mask their own reactionary 
designs. 

But the era of progressive national 
wars, of true wars of national defense, 
is over. It ended with the outbreak of 
the First Imperialist World War in 
1914. As the Internationale Group wrote 
in the Junius Pamphlet: The Crisis in 


the German Social-Democracy written in 
April 1915 and published a year later, 
stated: 
In the present imperialistic milieu 
there can be no wars of national 
self-defense. Every socialist poli- 
cy that depends upon this determin~ 
ing historic milieu, that is willing 
te fix its policies in the world, 
whirlpool from the point of view of 
a single nation, is built upon a 
foundation of sand. 
The propaganda spewed out by the rul- 
ers' government machines and newspa~ 
pers are nothing but lies. There are 
no “national” interests in the Middle 
East. The interests of the working 
class of the Hebrew nation ate direct- 
ly counterposed to those of the capi- 
talist class of that nation. Likewise 
the interests of the Arab workers are 
counterposed to those of Arab capital. 
In fact, the interests of the Hebrew 
and Arab workers are identical: aboli- 
tion of capitalism’ and construction of 
socialism; while the interests of the 
Hebrew and Arab capitalists are in 
the long run the same: the maintenance 
of imperialism and their own class 
rule. Karl Marx's words after the de- 
feat of the Paris Commune are strik- 
ingly true today (and would definite- 
ly be underlined should a powerful 
working class upsurge occur in any of 
the Middle Eestern countries.): 
That, after the greatest war of mod- 
ern times the belligerent armies, 
the victor and the vanauished, should 
unite for the mutual butchery of the 
proletariat--this incredible event 
proves, not as Bismarck would have 
us believe, the final overthrow of 
the new social power, but the com- 
plete disintegration of the old 
bourgeois society. The highest her- 
oic accomplishment of which the old 
order is capable is the national 
war. And this has now proved to be 
a fraud perpetrated by government 
for no other purpose than to put off 
the class struggle, a fraud that is 
bared as soon as the class struggle 
flares up in a civil war. Class rule 
can no longer hide behind a nation- 
al uniform. The national governments 
are united against the proletariat. 
No individual, no political organiza- 


tion which supports either side in the 
wars between Hebrew and Arab capital 
is worthy of being called revolution-~ 
ary. socialist. 

The backwardness of the Middle Hast 
region means that certain tasks of the 
bourgeois revolution have not been ac- 
complished. Only Israel has a bourgeois 
democracy. The backwardness and lack of 
bourgeois democracy in the Arab coun- 
tries means that certain questions _ 
must be dealt with that have already 
passed away in the more advanced coun- 
tries. One of these is the agrarian 
question. The Israeli kibbutzim have 
shown the productive possibilities of 
collectivized agriculture ‘even under 
capitalism). Revolutionary: Marxists in 
the Arab countries must fight among the 
peasantry and rural proletarians for 
collectivized, worker-controlled (and 
administrated) agriculture. However, 
we do draw a distinction between the 
small subsistence farmer and the ex- 
ploiter of wage-labor. We, like the 
early Communist International, say: 

In countries and regions where large~ 

scale agriculture is of comnarative- 

ly insignificant provortions, but 
where there are large numbers of 
small peasant proprietors who hope 
to receive land, the division among 
them of the land of the large pro~ 
prietors will be the most certain 
means of winning the peasantry for 
the revolution. 
However, where there is 2 significant 
(if not dominant) sector of aericulture 
which is based on large-scale methods 
of production, we must fight amongst 
the agricultural lahorers for the col- 
lective seizure and use of this land, 
not for the breaking up of these es~ 
tates. 

Finally, the key quesiton for revo- 
lutionary.Marxists in the Middle East, 
as in all countries, is the trade union 
question. Not only are trade unions 
necessary organs of economic self-de- 
fense for the working class, they can 
also, in times of crisis, be transfor- 
med under revolutionary, leadership into 
organs of political struggle. Also, 
trade unions are a basic form of work- 
ing class organization. The understand- 
ing that collective organization on 
the economic plane (at least) comes 
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spontaneously to the working class out 
of the crucible of the day-to-der 
class struggle. 

In some form or another the “trade 
unions’ in the Middle East are not 
even organs of economic defense for 
the workers, but are direct agents of 
capital. They are either subordinated 
to the state as in the Arab countries, 
or they are capitalist entities them- + 
selves, as is the Israeli Histadrut. 
It is thus necessary in all the coun- 
tries of the Middle East, for revolu- 
tionaries to fight for the organiza- 
tion of independent, democratically- 
controlled, industrial unions of the 
working class. However, at the same 
time, revolutionaries must fight to 
win the new unions to the revolution- 
ary program and the revolutionary 
party. 

The program which revolutionary Marx- 
ists must put forward in the unions is 
the program of international socialist 
revolution adapted to the specific 
conditions of the Middle East. Key slo- 
gans in such a program would be simi- 
lar (but not necessarily identical) 
to those put forward in our Revolution- 
ary Workers Group Program for the 
Trade Unions. 

*INDEPENDENCE OF THE TRADE UNICNS FROM 
THE STATE--As capitalism continues to 
decay, the state, the capitalist col- 
lective, plays more and more of a di- 
rect role in all aspects of the work- 
ers' lives. This is especially true in 
the more backward colonial and semi- 
colonial countries. The trade unions 
can not even begin to defend the work- 
ing class if they are subordinated to 
the capitalist state. The Histadrut 
and the Arab unions are the unions of 
capital. New workers’ industrial un- 
ions must be built. The state is not 
above classes..It is the instrument of 
the capitalist class. Trade union af- 
fairs must not be handled by the state, 
they must be handled by trade union- 
ists. 

*DEMOCRATIC RANK-AND-FILE CONTROL OF 
THE TRADE UNIONS--The only way that 
the trade unions can defend and extend 
the gains of the working class is if 
they are completely controlled by the 
rank-and-file workers in them, not by 
bureaucrats and other agents of the 


PAGE 14 


capitalist class. However, “pure” demo- 
cracy is not enough. The struggle must 
be waged on a volitical program. Demo- 
cracy is only a part of that program. 
However, it is an inteeral part, with- 
out which the new unic s will degener- 
ate and move toward fusion with the 
capitalist-stat2. Out with the agents 
of the bourgeoisie’. Out with the bur- 
eaucrats! For the democratic control 
exercised by the rank-and-file workers: 
*NO SUPPORT, TO CAPITALIST GOVERNMENTS-— 
The governments and the presert “trade 
union" leaders in the Middle East con- 
stantly try to whip up patriotic sup- 
port for their respective governments, 
claiming that they are the governments 
of all Arab and Hebrew people respec— 
tively. The working class must remain 
neutral,in wars between the capitalist 
states. The only victory which the work- 
ing class can support is the victory 
of the working class over its capital- 
ist masters throughout the area and. 
the entire world. A capitalist is a 
capitalist and it makes no difference 
which one rules where (the occupied 
territories, for instance, are under 
capitalist domination and the workers 
receive no benefit whether the Israeli 
state controls them or whether the Arab 
states control them). The workers will 
still be exploited. We must struggle 
against 211 the capitalist states, 
whether it beEgypt or Israel, The US 
or the USSR. They are all the same. 
Only when the working class rules a 
country should the workers be defen- 
sists: 

*INTERNATIONAL WORKING-CLASS SOLIDAR- 
ITY--This follows from the previous 
slogan of no support to capitalist 
governments. We counterpose to this the 
international solidarity of the working 
class in struggle for their common in- 
terests. Workers on strike in one 
country must be aided in any way pos- 
sible by workers in other countries. 
Workers waging political struggles, 
armed or otherwise, must be supported 
by their class brothers and sisters 
throughout the world. The Arab and Le 
brew workers must stand together if 
they are to go forward. Only through 
international solodarity in struggle 
will the working class be victorious. 
&DIVIDE ALL AVALIABLE WORK AMONG ALL 


TEOSE ABLE TO WORK--FOR DIRECT DIS- 
TRIBUTION OF GOODS AND SERVICES=-The 
capitalist system thrives on the ex- 
istence of a large reserve army of un- 
employed. The capitalists can't keep 
their system running smoothly without 
using the threat of unemployment to 
hold down the wages of those who are 
lucky enough to have jobs. We do not 
call on the capitalists to institute 
the above slogan. They can not. It is 
a transitional step toward communism 
which will be instituted by the work- 
ing class when it finally organizes 
society in a workers’ republic. The 
class as a whole (not individual in- 
dustries) will divide up all the work 
amongst all those able to work. In 
this manner automation and rationali- 
zation can be used to benefit the 
working class. Since there will be no 
capitalists to rake off profits, and 
since wage-labor will be abolished, 
all goods produced can be divided be- 
tween 211 those who work and their 
families (i.e. everyone). People will 
receive much more than they do now and 
will have to work less to get it. How- 
ever, we repeat that this is not a 
scheme to “end unemployment” under 
capitalism. It is a step towards com- 
munism (from each according to his 
ability, to each according to ‘his need) 
that will be carried out by a work- 
ers' government in a workers’ state, 
i.e. a workers’ republic. However; 
while the struggle against capitalism 
is being waged and has not yet reach= 
ed revolutionary proprotions (factory 
seizures, workers councils, etc.), we 
realize that the workers must wage 
struggles to maintain their daily ex- 
istence. Thus, we call for unlimited 
cost of living escalator clauses in all 
union contracts. 

*ORGANIZE THE UNORGANIZED AND THE UN- 
EMPLOYED--The class as a whole must 
be organized. A revolutionary trade 
union movement would set about organ- 
izing all workers, including those who 
are unable to get jobs, the unemploy- 
ed. Only if the class struggles to- 
gether will it be able to overthrow 
capitalism. Unicns should not be for 
a privileged few; they should be for 
all workers. 

*ARMED WORKERS' DEFENSE GUARDS==The 


working class has many enemies which 

it must defend itself against, not 
leats of which is the government and 
its armed police. Along with the forces 
organized by the capitalist state ‘ 
(army, police, secret political police 
like the Israeli Shin Beth) are a mul- 
titude of reactionary paramilitary 
groups such as Meir Kahane’s Jewish 
Defense League in Israel and the Mus- 
lim Brotherhood in the Arab countries. 
The working class can not defend it- 
self against the police and the fasce- 
ists by practicing Ghandi-type pacifism 
or by pressuring government leaders. 
They must collectively organize armed 
workers' defense guards which would be 
collectively and democratically con- 
trolled by all * orkers. A revolution- 
ary trade unions ovement would play a 
leading role in organizing such defense 
guards in all working class neighbor- 
hoods. 

*END THE SPECIAL OPPRESSION OF WOMEN-- 
Particularly in the Arab countries 

(and to a lesser extent in Israel) 
women are preatly discriminated against. 
In some places they are still required 
to wear the veil. Not only are women 
superexploited where they do work in 
the Middle East, they are generally not 
even allowed to work. This helps to 
keep everyone's wages down. The entire 
working class, male and female, must 
wage a struggle for true equality of 
the sexes. Drafting women into the Is- 
raeli Defense Forces is not equality. 
The struggle for an end to the oppres- 
sion of women is inextricably tied to 
the struggle for working class liber- 
ation and socialism. A revolutionary 
trade union movement would take up the 
struggle for the right of women to 
work, and for equal pay for equal work, 
an end to discriminatory hiring prac- 
tices, extension of any and all pro- 
tective legislation to men, free abor- 
tion on demand, no forced sterilization, 
free contraceptive information and de- 
vices for men and women, free twenty- 
four hour childcare under working class 
control. 

*END THE SPECIAL OPPRESSION OF ALL MI- 
NORITIES--Arabs and Sephardic Jews in 
Israel, Jews, Kurds, Black Africans and 
Assyrians in the Arab countries, all 
suffer special oppression in capitalist 
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society. They are always the last 

- hired and the first fired. They are 
pressed into the lowest paying, fil- 
thiest jobs in the most unstable sec- 
tors of the economy. The capitalists 
play upon “communal”. divisions to keep 
the workers divided. A revolutionary. 
trade unions movement would fight for 
jobs for all regardless of race or 
nationality. In general all of the 
ills of capitalist society which are 
visited upon the working class in gen- 
eral are intensified for minority 
workers in particular. Thus, the 
struggle for workers’ power and the 
liberation of the working class through 
socialist revolution is the only an- 
swer to the full liberation of Pales- 
tinians, Kurds, Assyrians, etc. As the 
most oppressed sector of the class, 
these workers will no doubt play lead- 
ing roles. However, we can not divide 
the class along ''class" issues (for 
the dominant ethnic group) and "com- 
munal’ issues (for the minorities). 
All workers must struggle together for 
the rights and demands of all sectors 
of the class. Only through such unity 
in struggle will the working class be 
able to be victorious in the struggle 
against capitalism. 
*FULL RIGHTS FOR YOUNG WORKERS--The 
capitalists have no right to tell the 
workers who should work where. Opti- 
mally all positions should be changed 
on a rotation basis. However, during 


the transition to such a system (which 
can only be instituted after the work- -.- 


ing class controls production and 
hence society) any seniority systems 
should be under the complete control 
of the workers themselves. Along with 
this there should be no probationary 
periods for new workers. We call for 
full rights for all workers from the 
moment they step on the job. This can 
only be achieved, however, if control 
is completely in the hands of the work- 
ers. Such control can not exist at the 
factory level only, but must exist 
throughout society as a whole. 
*NATIONALIZATION OF ALL INDUSTRY, 
TRANSPORTATION, ETC. UNDER THE COLLEC- 
TIVE CONTROL OF THE ENTIRE WORKING 
CLASS--At one time capitalism was pro- 
gressive. However, that day is long 
gone, even in the colonial and semi- 
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colonial countries. Society today 
lurches from one crisis to another. The 
only solution to the problems of the 
working class is the control of the 
means of vroduction by the working 
class. It is the workers who produce, 
and it is the workers who know best how 
to organize production in the inter- 
ests of the masses of humanity. The 
capitalists are no longer needed. It is 


. they who have become redundant. In 


fact,-they are not only unnecessary, 
they have become an obstacle to the 
development of the productive forces. 
The working class must take hold of the 
means of production and use them for 
its own benefit and thys for the bene- 
fir of all humanity. However, we are 
not syndicalists. That is, we do not 
call for the workers in each factory 

to take over their individual factory 
and run it as if they owned it (sepa- 
rate and apart from the rest of the 
working class) on a competitive basis 
with other workers in other factories. 
All industries should either be under 
the control of councils elected by the 
workers or under the control of demo- 
cratic rank-and-file controlled trade 
unions. The workers' councils or trade 
unions would organize the economy on 4 
plannal national basis. It is impor- 
tant to point out that the economy 
would be controlled by the workers 
themselves, not that it simply be na-~ 
tional and planned. Without the control 
of the economy by the workers, we have 
nothing more nor less than state cap- 
italism such as exists in Russia, Chi- 
na, Cuba, etc. Production in modern 
industrial society is a collective act 
of the entire working class. Control 

of that production must become the col- 
lective act of the entire working class. 
Only in this way will it be possible 
for society to develop and not to stag- 
nate or degenerate. 

*BUILD THE INTERNATIONAL PARTY OF REV- 
OLUTIONARY WORKERS (FOURTH INTERNATION- 
AL)--The highest form of international 
working class solidarity is the inter- 
national party of revolutionary work- 
ers. Such an international party com- 
posed of revolutionary workers docs 

not exist at this time. It must be con- 
structed. We call upon all workers to 
join in the construction of such a par- 


Archives of the Kevotution 
Platform of the | 
Communist International 


Archives of the Revolution ts a regular feature of Workers’ Truth. Fach month we 
reprint for the benefit of our readers part or all of 2 particular apeech, cr- 
ticle or document from the vast and rich heritage of the revolutionary Marxist 
movement. In this issue we are reprinting the Platform of the Communist Unterna- 
tional. This platform was adopted hy the Communist International at ite founding 
congress in March, 1919, Although written 55 years ago, its fundamental analysis 
holds true for today, for we still live in the sare historic epoch, the epoch where 
wherein the struqgle between the class of capitalist exploiters and the class of 
wage-laborers reaches tts climax, the epoch of trnerialist decay and proletarian 
revolution. However, there have been some chanaes since the adoption of this piat- 
form in 1919, The various Communist Parties (Moscow and Peking ortented) have 
jotned Soctal-Demoeracy in the struggle against working elass revolution. And mud- 
dying up the waters are the various Pabloist and Trotskytst.qroups who represent 
etther outright reformist currents or constantly waver between reform and revolu- 
tion (tending generally more towards the former). In order to achieve the task of 
worldwide socialist revolution, the task which the Commmtst International failed 
to accomplish in tts day, a new international must be butlt: the International 
Party of Revolutionary Workers (Fourth International). The founding platform of 
the Communist International will represent one of the haste docwnents around whtch 


the new revolutionary workers' international will be built. 


The contradictions of the capitalist 
world system, which lay concealed with- 
in its womb, broke out with colossal 
force in a gigantic explosion, in the 
great imperialist world war. 

Capitalism tried to overcome its own 
anarchy by organizing production. In- 
stead of numerous competing business— 
men, powerful capitalist associations 
(svndicates, cartels, trusts) were 
formed; bank capital united with in- 
dustrial capital; all economic life 
was dominated by the finance-capital- 
ist oligarchy, who attained sole dom- 
inion by organizing on the basis of 
this power. Monopoly took the place 
of free competition. The individual 
capitalist became a trust-capitalist. 
Insane anarchy was replaced by organ- 
ization. 

But while in each country the an- 
archy of the capitalist mode of pro- 
duction was superseded by capitalist 
organization, the contradictions, the 
competitive struggle, and the anarchy 
in world economy grew ever sharper. 
The struggle between the largest or- 
ganized robber States led with iron 


necessity to the monstrous imperialist 
world war. Greed for vrofits drove 
world capital to fight for new markets, 
new investment openings, new raw mat- 
erial sources, the chean labor power 

of colonial slaves. The imperialist 
States which divided the entire world 
among themselves, which had changed 
many millions of African, Asiatic, Aus- 
tralian, and American proletarians and 
peasants into beasts of burden, had 
sooner or later to expose the true an- 
archist nature of capital in that tee- 
mendous conflict. This was the origin 
of the greatest of all crimes—-the 
predatory world war. 

Capitalism also tried to eliminate 
the contradictions in its social struc- 
ture. Bourgeois society is a class so- 
ciety. In the greatest ‘'civilized" 
States canital wanted to gloss over 
social contradictions, At the expense 
of the plundered colonial peoples cap- 
ital corrupted its wage slaves, creat- 
ed a community of interest between the 
exploited and the exploiters as against 
the oppressed colonies--the yellow, 
black, and red colonial peoples--and 
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chained the European and American 
working class to the imperialist "fa- 
therland.” 

But the same method of steady cor- 
ruption which created the patriotism 
of the working class and its moral 
submission was changed by the war in- 
to its opposite. Physical annihilation, 
the complete enslavement of the pro- 
letariat, tremendous oppression, im- 
poverishment and deterioration, world 
famine--these were the final fruits 
of civil peace. It broke down. The tm- 
pertaltst war changed into civil war. 

A new epoch is born: The epoch of 
the dissolution of capitalism, of its 
inner disintegration. The epoch of the 
communist revolution of the proletar- 
tat. 

The imperialist system is breaking 
down. Ferment in the colonies, ferment 
among the former dependent small na~ 
tions, insurrections of the proletar- 
iat, victorious proletarian revolu-~ 
tions in some countries, dissolution 
of imperialist armies, complete in- 
capacity of the ruling classes to 
continue to guide the destinies of the 
peoples--this is the state of affairs 
throughout the world today. 

Humanity, whose entire civilization 
lies in ruins, is threatened with com- 
plete annihilation. There is only one 
force that can save it, and that is 
the proletariat. The old capitalist 
“order no longer exists; it can no 
longer exist. The final outcome of the 
capitalist system of production is 
chaos. And this chaos can only be ov- 
ercome by the largest class, the pro- 
ductive class, the working class. It 
must create genuine order, communist 
order. It must destroy the rule of 
capital, make war impossible, abolish 
State frontiers, change the entire 
world into one co-operative comnunity, 
make a reality of the brotherhood and 
freedom of the peoples. 

On the other side, world capital is 
arming for the last fight. Under the 
cloak of the "League of Nations,” pour- 
ing out torrents of pacifist words, it 
is making its last efforts to patch 
together again the capitalist system, 
which is spontaneously breaking up, 
and to turn its forces against the 
steadily growing proletarian revolu- 
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tion. The proletariat must answer this 
new and monstrous conspiracy of the 
capitalist class by conquering power, 
turning this power against its class 
enemies and using it as a lever for 
starting the economic revolution. The 
final victory of the world proletariat 
means the beginning of the real his- 
tory of liberated humanity. 

1. THE CONQUEST OF POLITICAL POWER 
The conquest of political power by 
the proletariat means the annihilation 

of the political power of the bour- 
geoisie. The bourgeoisie's most power- 
ful means of exercising power is the 
bourgeois State machine with its bour- 
geois army led by bourgeois~junker 
officers, its police and gendarmerie, 
its prison governors and judges, its 
priests, officials, etc. The conquest 
of political power means not only a 
change in ministry personnel, but the 
annihilation of the enemy's State ap- 
paratus, the conquest of real strength, 
the disarming of the bourgeoisie, of 
the counter-revolutionary officers, of 
the white guards, and the arming of the 
proletariat, of the revolutionary sol- 
diery, of the red workers’ guard: the 
dismissal of all bourgeois judges and 
the establishment of proletarian courts’ 
the abolition of the rule of reaction- 
ary State officials and the creation of 
new proletarian organs of administra~ 
tion. The victory of the proletariat 
lies in shattering the organization of 
the enemy power and organizing prole- 
tarian power: it consists in the de- 
struction of the bourgeois State nach- 
ine and the construction of the prole- 
tarian State machine. Only after the 
proletariat has won victory and broken 
the resistance of the bourgeoisie can 
it make its former enemies of use in 
the new order by bringing them under 
its control and ezadually drawing them 
into the work of communist construction. 

2. DEMOCRACY AND DICTATORSHIP 

Like all states, the proletarian State 
is an instrument of repression, but it 
is directed against the enemies of the 
working class. Its purpose is to break 
the resistance of the exploiters, who 
use every means at their disposal in 
the desnerate struggle to drown the 
revolution in blood, to make their re- 
sistance impossible. The dictatorship 


of the proletariat, which openly gives 
the proletariat a privileged position 
in society, is however a provisional 
institution. As the resistance of the 
bourgeoisie is broken, as they are ex- 
propriated, and changed gradually in- 
to a working stratum, the proletarian 
dictatorship disappears, the State 
withers away, and with the State 
classes themselves. 

So-called democracy, i.e. bourgeois 
democracy, is nothing but the conceal- 
ed dictatorship of the bourgeoisie. 
The much praised “general will of the 
people" exists no more than “the poe- 
ple’ as a whole exists. What does 
really exist are classes with opposed 
and incompatible wills. But since the 
bourgeoisie are a small minority they 
need this fiction, this fraud of the 
national "people's will, so that be- 
hind these high-sounding words they 
can consolidate their rule over the 
working classes and impose on them 
their own class will. As against this 
the proletariat, as the vast majority 
of the population, openly uses the 
class power of its mass organizations, 
its Soviets, to abolish the privileges 
of the bourgeoisie and to ensure the 
transition to the classless communist 
society. 

In bourgeois democracy the emphasis 
lies in purely formal declarations of 
rights and liberties, though for the 
working people, for the proletarians 
and semi-proletarians without any ma- 
terial means, these are unattainable, 
while the bourgeoisie use their ma- 
terial resources, their press and 
their organizations, to cheat and de~ 
ceive. As against this the Soviet sys- 
tem, this new type of State power, 
puts chief weight on giving the pro~ 
letariat the opportunity of making a 
reality of its rights and liberties. 
The Soviet regime gives the best pa- 
laces, houses, printing works, paper 
stocks, to the people for their press, 
their meetings, their unions. Only in 
this way is it possible to have real 
proletarian democracy. (It should be 
remembered that the “Soviet system" 
referred to here is not the same as 
the ‘Soviet system" that exists in 
Russia today. The Russie: system to- 
day is nothing but a capitalist mock- 


ery of a true soviet system, i.e. a 
state ruled by democratic workers’ 
councils--WT) 

It is only on paper that bourgeois 
democracy with its parliamentary system 
gives the masses a share in the admin- 
istration of the State. In fact the 
masses and their organizations are com- 
pletely cut off from real power and 
the real State administration. In the 
Soviet system administration is through 
the mass organizations, and through 
them the masses themselves, as the So- 
viets draw ever-growing numbers of 
workers into the State administration: 
this is the only way in which the en- 
tire working people will gradually be 
drawn into the State administration. 
The Soviet system is thus based on the 
mass organizations of the proletariat, 
on the Soviets themselves, the revolu- 
tionary trade unions, co-operatives, 
etc. 

By separating the legislative and 
executive powers, by the absence of 
the power to recall parliamentary man- 
dates, bourgeois democracy and the 
parliamentary system widen the gulf 
between the masses and the State. The 
Soviet system, on the contrary, with 
its right of recall, its merging of 
legislative and executive vower, the 
character of the Soviets as working 
collegia, unites the masses with the 
organs of administration: and the same 
object is promoted by the Soviet elec- 
toral system which is based, not on 
artificial territorial constituencies, 
but on the production unit. 

Thus the Soviet system brings about 
genuine proletarian democracy, demo- 
cracy by and for the vroletariat against 
the bourgeoisie. In this system the 
industrial proletariat is privileged 
as the leading, best-organized, and 
politically most mature class, under 
whose hegemony the level of the semi- 
proleterians and the small peasants is 
gradually raised. These temporary pri- 
vileges of the industrial proletariat 
must be used to free the poorer petty- 
bourgeois masses in the countryside 
from the influence of the large pea- 
sants and the boureeoisie, and to or- 
ganize and train them for co-operation 
in building the communist system. 

3. EXPROPRIATION OF TEE BOURGEOISIE 
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AND THE SOCIALIZATION) OF. PRODUCTION 

In the given class relationships the 
dissolution of the capitalist order 
and of capitalist labor discipline 
makes it impossible to reconstruct 
production on its former basis. The 
workers’ wage struggles, even when 
they are successful, do not bring the 
hoped-for improvement in their condi- 
tions of life, for soaring prices of 
all consumption commodities make every 
success illusory. The condition of 
life of the workers can be improved 
only 1f the proletariat, and not the 
bourgeoisie, controls production. The 
pressure of the mighty wage struggles 
of the workers in all countries, which 
clearly reflect their desperate plight, 
and which tend to become universal, 
makes the continuation of capitalist 
production impossible. To raise the 
productive forces, to break as quick- 
ly as possible the resistance of the 
bourgeoisie, which prolongs the death 
agony of the old society and hence 
threatens economic life with complete 
ruin, the proletarian dictatorship 
must expropriate the big bourgeoisie 
and the junkers and make the means of 
production and exchange the common 
property of the proletarian State. 

Communism is now being born out of 
the ruins of capitalism: history of- 
fers no other way out for mankind. 

The opportunists who put forward the 
utopian demand for the reconstruction 
of capitalist society in order to 
postpone nationalization, only prolong 
the process of dissolution, which in- 
volves the danger of complete ruin. 
The communist revolution is both the 
best and the only method by which the 
most important productive force--the 
proletariat-~and with it society it- 
self, can be maintained. 

Proletarian: dictatorship does not 
by any means involve any sharing out 
of the means of production and distri- 
bution. On, the contrary; its purpose 
is to centralize the forces of pro- 
duction even more and to subordinate 
production as'a whole to a unified 
plan. 

The first steps towards. nationali~ 
zation of the entire economy will in- 
clude: The nationalization of the big 
banks, which now control production: 
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the seizure of the economic. organs of 


the capitalist, State and their trans- 
ference to the proletarian State now- 
er: taking over all municipal under- 
takings, the nationalization of, indus- 
tries organized in syndicates and 
trusts, and of those branches of in- 
dustry in which the concentration and 
centralization of capital makes this 


_ technically feasible: the nationaliza- 


tion of large agricultural estates and 
their transformation into socially man- 
aged agricultural undertakings. 

As to small concerns, the proletariat 
must gradually amalgamate them by ways 
appropriate to th: lr size. 

In this connection it must be ex- 
pressly emphasized that small proper- 
ties will not be expropriated, and 
that proprietors who do not exploit 
any wage labor will not be subject to 
any coercive measures. This stratum 
is to be gradually. drawn into social- 
ist organization by example, by the 
practical demonstration of the advan- 
tages following from the new regime, a 
regime which will liberate the small 
peasants and the urban petty-bourgeoi~ 
sie from the economic pressure of us- 
ury-capital and the junkers, from the 
burden of taxation (particularly by the 
cancellation of the public debt, etc.). 

The task of the proletarian dictat- 
orship in the economic sphere can only 
be accomplished in conditions which 
enable the proletariat to create cen- 
tralized organs for the management of 
production and to make a reality of 
workers’ management. In this work it 
will : xzcessarily use those mass organ- 
izations which are most closely inte- 
grated with the:production process. 

In the field of distribution the 
proletarian dictatorship must replace 
trade by the correct distribution of 
goods: steps towards this include the 
following measures: the nationalization 
of wholesale businesses, the taking 
over by the proletariat of all bour- 
geois State and municipal distributive 
machinery, control of the large co-op- 
erative associations, whose organiza- 
tion will continue to. play an impor- 
tant economic part in the transition 
epoch: the gradual centralization of 
all these organs and their transforma- 
tion into a unified whole effecting a 


rational distribution of goods. 

In distribution, as in production, 
all skilled technicians and special- 
ists are to be used when their poli- 
tical resistance has been broken and 
they have learned to adapt themselves 
not to capital, but to the new system 
of production. 

The proletariat will not oppress 
them, but will, for the first time, 
give them the opportunity of develop- 
ing the most intensive creative work. 
The proletérian dictatorship will re- 
place the separation of manual and 
mental work, which capitalism encour- 
aged, by their co-operation and in 
this way unite science with labor. 

In addition to the expropriation of 
factories, mines, estates, etc., the 
proletariat must also abolish the ex- 
ploitation of the population by capi- 
talist landlords, hand large houses 
over to the local workers' councils, 
move workers into bourgeois houses, 
etc. 

During this period of great changes 
the Soviet power must continue stead- 
ily to centralize the entire adminis- 
trative machinery, at the same time 
drawing ever lar;er sections of the 
w rking people into direct administra- 
tion. 

4. TRE ROAD TO VICTORY 

The revolutionary epoch demands 
that the proletariat use those meth- 
ods of struggle which concentrate its 
entire energy, namely the methods of 
mass action leading logically to di- 
rect clashes with the bourgeois State 
machine in open struggle. All other 
methods, as for example the revolu- 
tionary use of bourgeois parliaments, 
must be subordinated to this purpose. 

For success in this struggle it is 
necessary to break not only with the 
outright lackeys of capital and the 
hengmen of the communist revolution-- 
the part played by the right-wing so- 
cial-democrats--but also with the 
“center” (Kautskyites) which, in the 
most critical moments, deserts the 
proletariat in order to flirt with its 
avowed enemies. 

On the other hand it is necessary 
to form a bloc with those elements in 
the revolutionary workers’ movement 


who, although they did not formerly 
belong to the socialist party, now ad- 
here by and large to the standpoint of 
proletarian dictatorship in the form 
of Soviet power, e.g. certain elements 
in syndicalisn. 

The growth of the revolutionary move- 
ment in all countries, the danger that 
the alliance of capitalist States will 
strangle this movement, the attempts 
of the parties of social traitors to 
unite (the formation of the "yellow 
international" at Rerne) in order to 
perform services for Wilson's League, 
finally the absolute necessity of co- 
ordinating proletarian action--all 
this must lead to the foundation of a 
truly revolutionary, truly proletarian, 
communist international. 

The Inter: ational, which subordinates 
so-called national interests to the 
interests of the international revolu- 
tion, will embody the mutual aid of 
the proletariat of different countries, 
for without economic and other mutual 
aid the proletariat will not be in a 
position to organize the new society. 
On the other hand, in contrast to the 
yellow social-patriotic international, 
international proletarian communism 
will support the exploited colonial 
peonles in their struggles against im- 
perstlism, in order to promote the 
final downfall of the imperialist 
world system. 

On the outbreak of war the capitalist 
criminals maintained that they were 
only defending their common father- 
land. But by its bloody actions:.in 
Russia, in the Ukraine, in Finland, 
German imperialism quickly revealed 
its true predatory nature. Now the 
Entente States are beine unmasked be- 
fore the eyes of even backward strata 
of the population, and they are re- 
vealed as robbers and murderers of 
the proletariat. Together with the 
German bourgeoisie and social-patriots, 
with hypocritical words of peace on 
their lips, they are using their arms 
and their brutalized barbarous colon- 
ial troops to strangle the revolution 
of the European proletariat. Indescrib- 
able is the white terror of the bour~ 
geois cannibals. Innumerable are its 
victims in the working class. The best 
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“against weapon, force against farce: 
Down with the imperialist conspiracy 
of capital! 
Long live the international republic’ 
of proletarian soviets? é 


| --Liebknecht, Luxemburg--are lost. 
The proletariat must defend itself, 
at any cost. The communist interna— 
tional calls the ‘entire world prole- 
tariat to this last fight, weapon 


Is the NCLC Really Socialist? 


National Caucus of Labor Committees (NCLC) Press Release: i i 
New York, Jan. .?--The following telegram as sent Jan. @, 1974 by the Nqttonal 
Caucus of Labor Committees to President Nixon. 
PELEGRAM.TO TRE. OFFICE OF THE PPESIDENT 


The National Caucus of Labor Committees 
volving brainwashing, 


insurrection against the U.S. 


has uncovered @ CIA conspiracy in- 
Government and its Las, 


and planned, assassinations. Full evidence of these charges proving CIA con- 


eptraey- against the people and government 


of the U.S, ts tn our possesston. 


The CIA ts coordinating local, state and federal police agencies to prevent 


investigation, to suppress evidence, 

in possession of such evidence. It ts 
that the Office.of the President take preeaut 
nation and tits people 
to the national security. 
of operations we have detect 
ina and further developing 
mediate national interest t% 
White. House advisors to communicate with u 


sptracy. 


The telegram reprinted 
above is indicative of 
the NCLC's approach to 
polities. Parroting 
Nixon's rhetoric about 
“national security” and 
"national interest” they 
propose a common bloc 
against the CIA, which 
they feel is planning 

an insurrection against 
the American capttalist 
government. It would ap- 
near that they have 
forgotten where Nixon 
got his “plumbers” and 
where he got his "Water- 
paters.' It would ap- 
pear that they have for- 
gotten where the U.S. 
government gets its 
foreign espionage teams. 
The CIA and the Office 
of the President are 
both part ofthe same 
capitalist state, the 
machinery used by the 
wealthy rulers of this 
country to keen working 
people in line. “na- 
tional security’ and 
“national interest” are 
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in face. of strong indicat 


to arrest, detain or assasstrate those 
an the overriting national interest 
jonary measures to protect the 
‘ona of potential major threat 


We are too poorly eauipped to assess Full magnitude 


the security and inter- 
est of the capitalists 
and their political 
servants. What common 


interests do workinr neo- 
ple have with the Rocke- 

fellers, Kennedys, “el-> 
lons, DuPonts, Nixons and 
MeGoverns? None. To call 

on the president (or Con- 
eress) to save working 


~neonle from the machina— 


tions of the CIA or the 
FRI is like calling on 
one blade of a scissors 
to save the paper from 
the other blade. 
However, is the NCLC 
simply another “nut 
groun™ seeing spies and 
bogevmen under every 
ped? We think not. While 
thev speak of ‘socialism 
and the “pro-working 
class movement", their 
activities are tending 
more and more in an op-- 
posite direction.At one 
time the NCLC attacked 
most socialist frouns 
for "trade union fetish- 
ism," for placing too 


at the Office of the Pres 


and offer you fullest eooreration in diselos- 
nee vou may receive from us. Tt ts tin the im- 
‘dont dianater anointed 
2 to revied evidence of CIA con- 


high a priority on trade 
union work. Now they are 
moving a sten further. 
They have proctaimed ithe 
trade unions “'reaction- 
ary" and claim that work- 


“ers who belong to them 


suffer from a pathologi- 
cal hatred of “outsiders.” 
To the "5% human" (as 
they see it) NCLC, the 
"yAA" muck" (as thev see 
it) that is the working 
class do not join trade 
unions because we see the 
need for collective ec- 
onomic defense, but he- 
cause we are diseased, 
sick. Instead, they turn 
their efforts to “or- 
ganizineg" the chronic 
unemployed and "white 
collar" professionals, 
While the unemployed must 
be organized, they must 
be organized into unem- 
ploved sections of the 
trade union movement. The 
NCLC organization of the 
unemploved is more Like 
the organization of the 
unemploved carried out 


in Germany in the late 
1920's and early 1930's 
by another group calling 
itself socialist, the 
National Socialist Work- 
ers Party, the Nazis, 
the German fascists. 
The reference to the 
German fascists of the 
1920’s and '30's is not 
made lightly. Nor is it 
an exercise in name-cal- 
ling. Some pseudo-revo- 
lutionary groups, like 
the Spartacist League, 
laugh off the NCLC as 
“erackpot Social-Demo- 
cracy. As if it were 
simply a case of Bri- 
tain's Labour Party 
leadership gone loony. 
But the theory and prac- 
tice of the NCLC are 
more than “crackpot.” 
They have their roots 
in the technocratic, 
state capitalist, and 
ultimately fascist de- 
sires of a stratum of 
middle class profession- 
als and intellectuals. 
For instance, the NCLC's 
scheme to construct ‘so- 
cialism' in 24 hours by 
organizing bank clerks. 
While the scheme itself 
is absurd, it represents 
an elitist concept of 
“socialism” as some 
sort of financial tech- 
nocracy. What about 
éteelworkers? Auto 
workers? Laborers? 
Truckers? What role do 
they have in the NCLC 
schema? None, except to 
produce for the masters, 
just as they do today. 
All of the necessary 
qualities of a proto- 
fascist tendency exist 
in the NCLC: The cult 
of the leader (NCLC na- 
tional chairman Lyn Mar- 
cus who ‘deprograms" 
‘brainwashed’ NCLCers 
through the Nietschean 


powers of his own super- 
human intellect): the 
elitist “master race” 
conception, in this case 
the ‘5% human‘ NCLC as 
opposed to the mass of 
“inhuman” workers (“muck"” 
as Marens calls them): 
the technocratic state 
capitalist schemes for 
planning production (per- 
haps Marcus feels that 
he, like Mussolini, who 
got his start as a “crack- 
pot Social-Democrat"™ in 
the Italian Socialist 
Party, can make the trains 
run on time): the viru- 
lent hatred for the trade 
unions, the mass workers’ 
organizations: the organ- 
ization of middle class/ 
lumpen shock troops which 
will no doubt be used 
against the "sick" work- 
ers and their "reaction- 
ary" organizations. 

The last point is best 
exemplified by the NCLC's 
"Revolutionary Youth 
Movement’ (RYM). RYM is 
an organization of "ghet- 
to youth recruited on the 
basis of pure rage." RYM 
does its recruiting, like 
Jesse Jackson, like the 
police, out of neighbor- 
hood street gang rival- 
ries, not simply winning 
individuals to the NCLC 
program ("pure rage"), 
but getting entire gangs 
to affiliate. If it did 
not smack of Hitler's 
SA (on a farcical small- 
scale) RYM could be best 
compared to the Black P 
Stone Nation. 

Behind the facade of 
"socialist", “pro-work- 
ing class" and "anti- 
fascist" rhetoric lies a 
definite reactionary, 
proto-fascist movement. 
Waile do not feel that 
the NCLC will develep in- 
to a mass fascist move- 


ment a Za Hitler or Mus- 
solini, it still repre- 
sents a danger to the 
workers’ movement wherev- 
er it exists. No working 
class militant should be 
fooled by the NCLC’s 
talk of "socialism," 
"CIA plots," etc. The 
politics of the NCLC are 
anti-working class to 
the core and must be 
rooted out of the work- 
ers' and socialist move- 
ment. The NCLC is no 
more a vart of the so- 
cialist movement than 
was the NSAP of Gemany 
or is the National So- 
cialist White People's 
Party of the United 
States. 

Workers do need an al- 
ternative to the capital- 
ist rulers and the agents 
in the trade union bureau- 
cracy. However, that al- 
ternative is not the 
NCLC. What is necessary 
is the transformation of 
the unions into revolu- 
tionary weapons of the 
working class, ‘democra- 
tically controlled by 
the rank and file. An 
alternative power to the 
capitalist's congress, 
army, police, prisons, 
etc. must be organized: 
democratic workers’ coun- 
cils and armed workers’ 
defense guards. The 
struggle for all of these, 
revolutionary unions, 
workers' councils, de- 
fense guards, is tied to 
the struggle to con- 
struct a revolutionary 
workers party. Such a 
party would not be a 
group of "leaders" who 
dictate to the ‘masses", 
but an organization of 
the most class-conscious 
werkers and intellectuals 
who had been won to the 
workers' cause, the work- 
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ing class vanguard. 

Such a party would 
provide leadership for 
the class as a whole and 
all the oppressed through 
its example, programma 
tic clarity, education 
and principled struggle 
in the interests of the 


class. Only the forma- 
tion of a strong revo- 
lutionary workers move- 
ment, with a stronp rev— 
olutionary workers par-— 
ty at its head, a party 
embodying the vanguard 
of the working class, 
organized around. the 


On Tactics 


On January 16 the 
Revolutionary Workers 
Group participated in a 
demonstration called os- 
tensibly in support of 
the British miners' and 
railway workers' fights 
and against the Heath 
government's vicious 
attack on the British 
working class as a 
whole via the 3-day 
work week. The demon- 
stration was called by 
the Spartacist League. 
On the whole it was a 
complete and utter 
farce. 26 people par- 
ticipated: 1 member of 
the "new" Socialist 
Party, 2 members of the 
Revolutionary Social- 
ist League, 2 members 
of the Revolutionary 
Workers Group and 21 
Spartacists and their 
periphery. The demon- 
stration, held in down- 
town Chicago outside 
the building housing the 
British consulate, ap- 
peared to passersby to 
be just a curiosity, a 
few people marching 
around in a circle 
chanting slogans in ri- 
tual monotony. This pi- 
tiful turnout brings up 
a question: was the de- 
monstration really an 
expression of interna- 
tional working class 
solidarity between Am- 
erican and British work- 
ers, or was it simply 


an exercize in oneunsman- 
ship on the part of the 
Spartacist League, an 
opportunity to state in 
Workers Vanouard (with 
pictures if need he) that 
"only the Spartacist 
League” actively carried 
out a defense of the 
British workers? 

We think that the lat- 
ter is the case. Let's 
look at the facts. We re- 
ceived a leaflet calling 
for the Wednesday demon- 
stration on MOnday. On 
Tuesday we received a 
press release announcing 
the demonstration. None 
of the socialist crouns 
would have had time to 
announce the demonstration 
in their papers as it 
was being held the day 
after receipt of the re- 
lease! If we give the SL 
the benefit of the doubt 
and say that they started 
leafletting factories and 
campuses on the previous 
Wednesday (which is high- 
ly doubtful) that means 
only one week of leaflet-— 
ting to build the demon= 
stration. 

Considering the fact 
that the Spartacist League 
has virtually:no hase in 
the working class (des- 
pite its much vaunted 
“one-third industrial 
membership’) and that it 
only took a few days to 
"build" the demonstration, 
it should be auite clear 


principles of revolu- 
tionary Marxism, will 
provide the means of 
destroying the capital- 
ist system which spews 
out of its reactionary 
decadence such groups 
as the NCLC. 


that one of two things 
is true: either the SL 
leadershin in Chicago 
prosslv misappraised their 
ability to brine out 
workers and students in 
solidarity with the Bri- 
tish workers: or they 
were well aware of the 
fact that the demonstra-— 
tion would be miniscule 
and essentially limited 
to the SL and its immed- 
late periphery, and went 
ahead with it anyway to 
"expose" the rest of the 
left. However, while it ; 
is true that the utter 
bankruptcy of such or- 
ganizations as the So- 
cialist Workers Party, 
Yorkers Learpue, Interna- 
tional Socialists, Revo- 
lutionarv Wnion, Aetoher 
League and Class Struggle 
League was demonstrated 
(but demonstrated to 
whom?) ‘by their total 
absence from the demon- 
stration (the SUP did 
send a few "ohservers"), 
it demonstrated some- 
thine else ahout the 
Spartacist League. 
The question of devel- 
oping support in the Am- 
erican working class for 
their striking brothers 
and sisters in Britain 
is very important. It is 
imperative for revolu- 
tionists to do everything 
possible to break through 
the lies and slanders 
dished out on the British 
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workers' movement by 
the American capitalist 
press. But was the SL 
demonstration an attempt 
at developing this sol- 
idarity? On the contrary, 
it was a cyhical use of 
the British workers’ 
struggles for the self- 
glorification of the SL, 
pure and simple. In 
short, it was a cheap 
grandstand ploy. 
“"Leninists" should 
know that solidarity is 
not built by substitut- 
ing the vanguard (which 
the SL wrongly thinks 
it is) for the class. 
The SL could send its 
membership to the Bri- 
tish consulate every 
day for a month and it 
would still not repre- 
sent a step toward de- 
velopment of class sol- 
idarity between Ameri- 
can and British workers. 
We, too, could call a 


‘ demonstration and get 


just as many people out 
(if the SL sent as many 
of its members to our ‘ 


..Mideast 


continued from paye 16 


ty. for without it all 
the raw militancy in the 
world will be for nought. 
Likewise, a revolution- 
ary trade union movement 
could not exist outside 
of the context of the 
revolutionary workers 
party. Should revolu- 
tionary trade unions em- 
erge before the develop- 
ment of the internation- 
al party, it would be 
their task to join in 
the construction of the 
party that will lead the 
international working ¢ 
classtto victory over 
world capitalism. Sec- 
tions of the internation- 
al party must be built 
in all the conntries of 
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demonstration support-— 
ing the British workers 


, as to their own), but 


it would not represent 
a development of class 
consciousness on the 
part of the American 
working class, nor would 
it represent any great- 
er influence on our part. 
It would represent ul- 
traleft substitutionism 
(or simply: forget the 
class, we have the van- 
guard). 

The correct approach 
for revolutionists in 
this situation is at 
this time to propagan- 
dize within the class 
in order to cut through 
the veil of lies churn- 
ed out by the capital- 
ist media. We must con- 
sistently and conscious- 
ly explain the true si- 
tuation, the real strug- 
gle going on in Britain 
(not the miners and rail- 
way workers vs. "the peo- 
ple", but the working, 
class against the capi- 
talist class). Instead of 


the Middle East. These 
would not be separate 
Revolutionary Workers 
Parties, but integral 
parts of the Internation- 
al Party of Revolutionary 
Workers. 


_ *FOR WORKERS’ REPUBLICS 


AND A UNITED SOCIALIST 


| STATES OF THE MIDDLE ©4 
| EAST--The slogan of a 
“workers' republic is 
‘self-explanatory. It is 


a republic of the work- 
lers, by the workers and 
for the workers. It is 
a state based on demo- 
cratic control of pro- 
duction and society by 


_ the working class col- 


lective. Such a republic 
has only existed once in 
history. That was the 
Soviet Republic from 

1917 until 1921. The rev- 


calling will-o'-the-wis; 
demonstrations of the 
left, we should ston and 
think about how best to 
bring the working class 
out into the streets in 
support of the Rritish 
workers. If we do not hav 
the base or influence in 
the class to build a de- 
monstration, then we must 
continue to propagandize 
and educate the class, 
and build that hase, and 
develop that influence 
until we do have the 
strength to build such a 
demonstration. 

The recent effort of 
the Spartacist League in 
Chicago is at best a dis- 
play of childish playing 
at being the communist 
vanguard ("Hold your 
signs straight. Paul is 
taking pictures."), and 
at worst a disgusting at- 
tempt at oneupsmanship 
with no regard for the 
actual development of in- 
ternational working class 
solidarity. 


,Olutionary tradtions of 


that shortlived state 
must be revived if the 
working class and human- 
ity as a whole are to 
move forward. The choices 
are socialism (the dic- 
tatorship of the prole- 
tariat) or barbarism 
(the dictatorship of 
capital). The trade un- 
ions must choose social- 
ism and they must join 
with the revolutionary 
party in waging a strug- 
gle for it--the struggle 
for the dictatorship of 
the proletariat, the 
struggle for a workers' 
republic. For a socialist. 
Israel, Syria, Egypt, 
etc.! For the United So- 
cialist States of the 
Middle East! 


Fight for 


The world we live in is a world where 
eople are divided into classes accord- 

ng to their role in production. The two 
ajor classes in society are the capital- 
st class and the working class. The cap- 
talists own the means of production (fac- 
ories, machines, etc.) but produce no- 
aing. The workers, on the other hand, 
eceive only meager wages for the sale of 
heir labor power to the capitalists. Al- 
ost all production in society is done by 
ie workers. However, almost all the bene- 
its from this production go to the cap- 
salists. The basis for production in 

vis society is profit. The capitalists 

ce not interested in having the workers 
coduce things that people can use or that 
2ople need. They are only interested in 
iat makes them the biggest profit. Thus, 
yile the capitalists get richer and rich- 
:, the workers are worse off than they 
2re before. 

In order to increase profits the capi- 
‘lists resort to all sorts of techniques 
1ich most of us are familiar with: speed- 
», wage cuts, unemployment, labor-saving 
achinery. While, for instance, labor-sa- 
ing machinery would be progressive in a 
sciety run by the workers, it does no- 
uing for them under capitalism. It is 

ist another attack on the workers. 
Another feature of capitalist society is 
ir. Every day there is a war going on 
mewhere in the world. This is due to the 
cessity of the capitalists to wage war 

. order to get ahead of capitalists in 
her countries. The working class has no 
iterests in supporting these wars. What 
1e workers want is peace. However, there 
am be no peace until the capitalists have 
sen removed from power and this society 
»placed with one run by the workers in 

ie interests of the toiling masses. 

To do this, it is not enough to elect 
2ople to Congress or as President. The 
overnment is nothing more than the ex- 
cutive committee of the ruling class. 

: is the owners of the big corpora- 

tons who have the final say as to what 
res on. It is necessary to organize 

ir own workers' councils. These councils 
11 be the class rule of the workers af- 
r the revolutionary overthrow of capi- 
lism. When capitalism goes Congress 

11 go with it. All the democracy sur- 
un-fing the Congress is just a sham to 


Soctalism! 


keep us tied to this system. It is demo- 
cracy for the rich, for the capitalists. 
Our democracy will be real democracy, 
proletarian democracy, the democracy of 
the many. We do not simply want a workers’ 
government, we want a workers' republic. 
In order to throw out the capitalists 
and buil a workers' republic and social- 
ism the working class needs a revolution- 
ary party. Such a party must be based on 
The Communist Manifesto, the first two 
Congresses of the Communist (Third) In- 
ternational, and the revolutionary work 
of Marx, Engels, Lenin, Trotsky and Lux- 
emburg. It must be a democratic-centralist 
party. However, it is not enough to 
build such a party here in the United 
States. Capitalism is a world system. 
Even so-called "Communist" Russia and Chi- 
na are capitalist (state capitalist). In 
order to wage a successful, worldwide 
struggle against capitalism the workers 
must have an international party. It is 
toward the construction of the Interna- 
tional Party of Revolutionary Workers 

(Fourth International) that the Rev- 
olutionary Workers Group and Workers’ 
Truth are dedicated. 

In 1917 the Russian workers seized power 
under the leadership of the Bolshevik Party 
and Lenin. However, the revolution was 
isolated and the Russian workers exhausted 
from the hard struggle in a backward coun- 
try lost power when the Bolsheviks lost 
faith in the world proletariat in 1921. 
The four years of the revolutionary dic~ 
tatorship still remain, however, as a bea- 
con for workers throughout the world. 

Under capitalism the workers are nothing 
more than menials. We deserve a better 
life. We deserve socialism. However, it 
will not be handed to us on a platter. We 
must fight for it. For if we do not fight 
for socialism we will be handed barbarism. 
Socialism or barbarism? 
Fight for Soctatism! 


